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Sukkah Building Laws in the Mishna

Introductory Questions:

1) How do we know that we are supposed to build sukkot on the festival of Sukkot? What are we
supposed to be remembering and experiencing in the Sukkah?

2) What is the single most important “ingredient” or part of the sukkah?

SIZE AND AGE REQUIREMENTS

1 A Sukkah that is taller than 20 amor** is
unfit. Rabbi Yehuda declares it fit. And if it
is not as high as 10 #fakhinr**, or if it does
not have 3 walls, or if its light is greater than
its shade, it is unfit.

For an old sukkah, the School of Shammai
declares it unfit, but the School of Hillel
declares it fit. And what is an “old sukkah?”
Any that was made 30 or more days before
Sukkot. However, if it was made in the name
of Sukkot, even from the beginning of the
yeat, it is fit.
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1) Read the footnote below and then use a ruler to take measurements of an awah and a zefa) for
you and your partner. What did you find out? Why would this method of measurement be
problematic? How do you think the Rabbis overcame it?

** An amab and a tefah) are rabbinic units of measure. An amah equaled the distance from the elbow to the tip of your middle finger. A Zefah
was a handbreadth (stretch out your fingers and measure from the end of your thumb to your the top of your pinkie).



2) Why would the height of the sukkah be an important characteristic to make a rule about? What
would “too tall” or “too short” mean for the structure?

3) There is one very brief rule about the s’&bakh that is mentioned here, but it is VERY important.
What is it?

4) Why would the age of the sukkah affect whether or not it is fit/kosher or unfit for use? Think
about which part of the sukkah actually makes a structure a sukkah.
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1) Why would building the sukkah under a tree make it equivalent to it being inside a house and,
therefore, not kosher for use on Sukkot?

2) Can you imagine a situation where two sukkot are built one on top of the other? (Try not to
read the mishna literally, i.e. when might a sukkah be directly above another one?).




3 If one spread a sheet over it because of the
sun or under it because of falling leaves, or
spread a sheet across the four posts of a bed,
it is invalid. However, one may spread a sheet
over the cross bar of a two-post bed.

5 Bundles of straw, bundles of wood, and
bundles of brushwood must not be used for
sukkah covering. Any that were untied are
valid. All are fit to be used as walls.

6 One may cover with wood planks,
according to Rabbi Yehuda. Rabbi Meir
forbids it. If a board four #fabim wide
was placed over it, it 1s valid, but one
may not sleep under it.
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1) What rules about the roofing do these three mishnayot seem to emphasize? What do the Rabbis

want to make sure happens?

2) Based on what you have learned here in the Mishna and what you already know, discuss some of
the spiritual purposes of the Sukkah on the holiday of Sukkot. What do all of these say about
humanity, God and the relationship between the two?




